
Oyster Garden Websites and Contacts

OYSTER GARDENING WEB SITES:
Virginia Institute of Marine Science - www.vims.edu/abc/green/ogp.html
Chesapeake Bay Foundation - www.cbf.org/virginiaoysters/
Tidewater Oyster Gardening - www.www.oystergardener.org/

LISTS OF OYSTER GARDENING SUPPLIERS:
Tidewater Oyster Gardeners Association - www.oystergardener.org/ (Click on “Oyster Gardening Resources)
Chesapeake Bay Foundation - www.cbf.org/virginiaoysters/ (Click on “Purchasing Oyster Gardening Supplies")

OYSTER RESTORATION:
Virginia Oyster Heritage Program - www.deq.virginia.gov/oysters/
The Virginia Oyster Reef Restoration Map Atlas - www.vims.edu/mollusc/oyrestatlas/
NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office - http://noaa.chesapeakebay.net/OysterMain.aspx
Chesapeake Bay Program  - www.chesapeakebay.net/baybio.htm
VA Institute of Marine Science Oyster Monitoring Program - www.vims.edu/mollusc/monrestoration/monoyster.htm 

OYSTER REEF ECOSYSTEMS:
Oyster Reef Communities in the Chesapeake Bay - CD-Rom - www.vims.edu/mollusc/education/orccb.html
Smithsonian Marine Station at Fort Pierce - www.sms.si.edu/irlspec/Oyster_reef.htm
Chesapeake Bay Program - www.chesapeakebay.net/american_oyster.htm

TEACHER RESOURCES:
Oyster Reef Keepers - www.oysterreefkeepers.org
Sea Grant Ocean Sciences Education/Bridge - www.vims.edu/bridge/index_archive0501.html

Information and lesson plans for grades 5 -12
VORTEX: Virginia’s Oyster Reef Teaching Experience: www.vims.edu/mollusc/education/vortex.html
Oyster Anatomy Laboratory - www.mdsg.umd.edu/oysters/anatlab/ 
Bivalve Anatomy: www.assateague.com/nt-bival.html 

OYSTER DISEASE INFORMATION AND RESEARCH:
VIMS Oyster Disease Fact Sheet - www.vims.edu/newsmedia/images/oyster-diseases-CB.pdf 

Disease Resistant Oyster Research - VIMS Aquaculture Genetics and Breeding Technology Center - www.vims.
edu/abc/ 

VIRGINIA AQUACULTURE:
Virginia Aquaculture Association - www.virginiaaquaculture.org
East Coast Shellfish Growers - www.ecsga.org

EATING OYSTERS: 
Virginia Marine Products Board - www.virginiaseafood.org/ (Great Recipes!)
How to prepare and open oysters - www.hormel.com/templates/template.asp?catitemid=115&id=795 
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REFERENCE C

 PERMITS
Virginia Marine Resources Commission (VMRC) 

Habitat Management Division
Chip Neikirk
(757) 247-2200
chip.neikirk@mrc.virginia.gov
Conservation and Replenishment
James Wesson
(757) 247-2121
jim.wesson@mrc.virginia.gov

 

WATER QUALITY 

Virginia Department of Health
Division of Shellfish Sanitation
Robert Croonenberghs
(804) 864-7477
bob.croonenberghs@vdh.virginia.gov
Accomac Field Office: 
Paul Widgen (757) 787-5847, paul.widgen@vdh.
virginia.gov
Norfolk Field Office: 
Timothy Fearington (757) 683-5847, tim.
fearington@vdh.virginia.gov
Whitestone Field Office: 
Carroll Vanlandingham (804) 435-1095 carroll.
vanland@vdh.virginia.gov

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
Water Quality Monitoring Data
Roger Stewart (804) 698-4449, 
Roger.Stewart@deq.virginia.gov

AQUACULTURE INFORMATION
Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services (VDACS)

Aquaculture and Marine Resources
T. Robbins Buck (804) 371-6094, robins.
buck@vdacs.virginia.gov

Virginia Marine Resource Commission (VMRC): 
Saltwater Aquaculture
Lewis Gillingham (757) 247 -2243 2200 lewis.
gillingham@mrc.virginia.gov

EXTENSION SUPPORT
Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS)

Sea Grant Advisory Services 
Michael Oesterling, (804) 684-7165, mike@vims.edu

OYSTER GARDENING ORGANIZATIONS
Chesapeake Bay Foundation in Virginia (804) 780-1392

Virginia CBF Oyster Gardening Program
Chris Moore (757) 622-1964, cmoore@cbf.org

Tidewater Oyster Gardeners Association
Jackie Partin (804) 694-4407, hellneck@earthlink.
net 
TOGA’s website: www.oystergardener.org 

Northern Neck Oyster Gardeners
Don Beard (804) 438-4820

Lynnhaven 2007
Cliff Love (757) 481-6449, oystercom@hotmail.com

SCHOOL OYSTER GARDENING
Oyster Reef Keepers

Laurie Carroll Sorabella, (757) 460-1200,
oysterreefkeeper@yahoo.com

MAILING ADDRESSES
Virginia Coastal Zone Management Program
629 East Main Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219

Virginia Institute of Marine Science
P.O. Box 1346
Rt. 1208 Great Road
Gloucester Point, Virginia  23062

Virginia Marine Resources Commission
Habitat Management Division
2600 Washington Avenue
Newport News, VA 23607
(804) 247- 2200

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Norfolk District
803 Front Street
Norfolk, Virginia 23510
(757)-441-7068
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